
INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Phase II Sewer Separation & Water Main
Replacement: Middle Blue River Basin
Construction Completed: May 2018
Final Contract Amount: $6,300,000

The City of Kansas City, Missouri constructed important improvements to the water and wastewater 
system in your neighborhood. Now complete, the project has improved water and wastewater 
service reliability, lessened the frequency of sewer overflows and basement backups, and improved 
fire protection in your area.

Project Area

This project is located 
within the Middle  
Blue River Basin.  
The boundaries are:

•  North: E. 67th Street

•  South: E. 70th Street

•  East: Bales Avenue

•  West: Chestnut Avenue
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Phase II Sewer Separation & 
Water Main Replacement: Middle 
Blue River Basin

WHAT WORK WAS DONE?
The City conducted 7,000 linear feet of sewer separation, replaced 14,000 linear feet of aging and  

break-prone water mains, and renewed the existing system through cured-in-place pipe lining.

WHY INSTALL NEW WATER MAINS? 
Existing water mains in some areas have reached the end of their useful life and will start to experience 

numerous breaks, causing service interruptions and related construction and traffic issues. The City is 

installing new water mains, which are expected to last more than 80 years. Part of the process includes 

replacing existing water meters with a new one. 

WHY SEPARATE THE SEWERS? 
In some neighborhoods, one pipe carries both wastewater and stormwater. This is called a combined 

sewer system. When it rains, the combined sewer system must carry both rainwater and wastewater. 

When wet weather overloads the system, the combined sewer system discharges diluted sewage into 

local waterways. The City is installing a second piping system to separate storm and sewer flows in 

targeted areas of the city, helping to reduce the volume of overflows into local waterways.

WHO DID THE WORK?
The City of Kansas City, Missouri was assisted by Blue Nile Contractors; Burns & McDonnell; and Shafer, 

Kline and Warren.

WHAT’S THE “CONSENT DECREE”?
In 2010, the City of Kansas City, Missouri entered into a federal Consent Decree with the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency to reduce the volume of overflows from the City’s sewer system. KC 

Water’s Smart Sewer program is a 30-year effort to address this challenge. The Middle Blue River Basin 

Sewer Consolidation and Separation Project was one of more than 100 projects being implemented by 

the Smart Sewer program, and was required by the Consent Decree to be completed by December 31, 

2018.

www.kcsmartsewer.us


